Defendant Granted Mistrial 
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MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP)-Fed- 
?ral District Court Judge Dan 
Russell declared a mistrial for 
me defendant in the Vernon 
Dahmer firebomb case Tuesday 
and lawyers for the other 10 
brought out their first witnesses. 

After the government rested 
its case against the II defend- 
ants charged with conspiracy 
in the fatal attack on the Dah- 
mer home and store, Russell 
announced he was declaring 
a mistrial for defendant Law- 
rence Byrd. Byrd's name had 
been mentioned by a witness 
at one stage of testimony 
where Russell had issued in- 
structions it should not be 
used. 

Former FBI agent i William 
Dukes was testifying Monday 
about a meeting with defendant 
Cecil Victor Sessum and was 
not supposed to mention Byrd. 
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During stiff questioning by 
defense attorney Lawrence Ar- 
rington, however, about the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 
meeting, Dukes used Byrd’s 
name. Byrd’s lawyer, Guy Walk- 
er of Laurel, moved for a new 
trial, but Russell reserved his 
ruling until Tuesday. 

The questioning of Dukes in- 
volved government efforts to 
get before the jury what the 
government called a confession 
by Sessum that he took part in 
the conspiracy to firebomb the 
Dahmer home and grocery the 
morning of Jan. 10, 1966. Dah- 
mer' suffered fatal internal 
bums in the attack. 

Dahmer, a Negrd, had been 
encouraging Negroes to regis- 
ter as voters and the govern- 
ment contended the con- 
spiracy by the 11 Kn Klux 
Klansmen followed. 

Commercial photographer A1 
Tucker of Jackson testified ps 


the first defense witness. He 
identified some photographs of 
a Jackson motel taken May 2 
and May 7 last year with a 
telescopic lens. 

No one explained what the 
pictures purported to show. 

However, the defense lawyers 
contended in their opening state- 
ment that defense witness Billy 
Roy Pitts, who had pleaded 
guilty and turned government 
witness, had been kept by the 
government in motels with a 
woman companion. 

Motel porter T, Y. McDonald 
identified two persons in the 
photo as Pitts and the woman, 
Laura Wellborn. He said in de- 
livering meals, he saw them 
alone in the room at times. 

Pitts had testified they were 
never alone. 

Under questioning, McDonald 
said that marshals were usual- 
ly in the next room but the docc 
was pot always open. 




• V. 


h 



